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“SHE'D JUST 
SETTLED IN 
SAN FRANCISCO. 


oe USED TO BE 
oe AVENGER... 


‘... BUT, SINCE MOVIN’ WEST, 
SHE'D PRETTY MUCH DROPPED 
OUT OF THE SUPER HERO RACKET. 


AH THINK SHE WAS P 
BIRVIN’ REAL HARD 
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“BUT, AT LAST, AH - TT 
GOT AHOLD OF HER-- ee DE 

--MY FLESH * ee | MY OWN 
MEE TOUCHIN’ HERS-- Sha I 
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KICKE f 
INTO GEAR. 
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\--BORN WITH A POWER THAT 
SETS ME APART FROM ORDI- 


»- 0 
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SS 
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NARY FOLK. SIMPLY BY 
TOUCHIN’ PEOPLE, AH CAN 
STEAL THEIR SKILLS AN’ 
THOUGHTS AN’ MEMORIES -- 
THEIR WHOLE MIND. USUALLY, 
THAT TRANSFER’S TEMPORARY. 


= 


“BUT WITH = 


CAROL 1 
- ".., SOMETHING 
nella x WENT WRONG. 


“THE TRANSFER 
WAS PERMANENT. 


a 
a. 


“ALL SHE WAS-- THE ae “HER MIND WAS aeae|E : “AH WAS SO 
TOTALITY OF HER A BLANK SLATE-- WIRED FROM THE 
EXISTENCE-- BECAME A TABULA RASA-- FIGHT, AH DIDN'T 


A PART OF ME. KNOW REALLY 
ee 5 WHAT HAD 
: HAPPENED-- ‘CEPT 
a oe THAT, SOMEHOW, 
SHE'D MADE 
ME CRAZY. 
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7 SHE'D yUuST 
BEEN BORN. # 


“AH THOUGHT, BY GETTIN’ RID "--AH'D SILENCE 
OF HER, ONCE AN‘ FOR ALL-- THE VOICES, THE 
BY DESTROYIN’ HER BODY AS S 

AH HAD HER MIND-- 
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NOT ME, IN WHEN AH SEE A GUY, HEAR SOME 
THAT'S FOR MUSIC, SMELL SOME FLOWERS, TASTE 
SURE. ICE CREAM, {S fT ME THAT REACTS-- 

LIKES 'EM OR NOT-- . 


IN A SENSE, THAT NIGHT WAS THE 
END OF MY LIFE, TOO. NO MORE 
ROGUE THE WILD KID, HOTSHOT 

MEMBER OF THE BROTHERHOOD 
OF EVIL MUTANTS. 


BEIN’ TWO PEOPLE 
TRAPPED IN ONE SKULL 
DROVE ME INSANE. 


AN' THE ONLY PERSON 
WHO ater’ ABLE TO 


ENEMY, CHARLES 
XAVIE 


ue NO MATTER HOW MUCH 
GOOD AH DO... 


AH'VE FOUGHT BY 
AM THEIR SIDE, BEEN 
HURT IN THEIR x 
DEFENSE -- 


. ITLL NEVER MAKE UP 
y FOR WHAT AH DID. 


B THOSE SCALES,®& 
A NOTHIN’LL EVER 
BALANCE. 


AH SWORE AH’D NEVER COME BACK TO SAN 
FRAN. AH KNEW THE MEMORIES’D HURT-- 
WHICH THEY DO, LIKE MORTAL SIN-- AN’ = 
AH COULDN'T BEAR TO FACE ‘EM. — 
AH AIN‘T SO 
BRAVE AS AH 
LIKE TO THINK. 


wY BUT AH HAD NO CHOICE-- THE z 
BEYONDER TELEPORTED ALL THE 
X-MEN HERE, ‘CEPT NIGHTCRAWLER, 


ROBOTS TO KILL US. WE BEAT w. TROUBLE 
THOSE TIN SUCKERS... IS. THE CITY 
pene 

Ss sa PROCESS. 


WE BEEN PUTTIN’ THINGS RIGHT-- We , |: a. j YOU TAKIN’ YOUR 
REPAIRIN' THE DAMAGE-- AN’ JUST 2S Boy oe LBS SHADOWCAT 
GENERALLY HELPIN’ OUT, EVER SINCE. eS ei IDENTITY TO 


‘ » HEART, GIRL? 
PEOPLE HERE ARE REAL Qa 
NEIGHBORLY -- THEY Y's 
WELCOMED US PRETTY 

MUCH FROM THE START, 

MADE US FEEL AT HOME. 


ry NICE CHANGE 
FROM THE WAY 
MUTANTS ARE 


7 HEY, KITTY-- Yess 
YOU'RE UP 
A f 


SUM AND 
SUBSTANCE 
OF HER 


DON’T YOU OR OUR a WHAT'RE YOU TALKIN’ 
RECOGNIZE, REMEMBER YT 4 2 ABOUT, ‘CAT? YOU GOT 
(T? af HERZ! MY ay fg NO ROOMMATE... 

ROOMMATE, 4 . —— 
ROGUE-- 4 3 AND COLOSSUS 
as @ SURE DON'T HAVE 

A SISTER. 


WHAT ABOUT THE NEW MUTANTS 2! 
WHO'RE THEY ? 


HOW CAN AH REMEMBER SOMEBODY THE ld 2 HE 
WHO DOESN'T EXIST?! g = BEYONDER! SLAUGHTERED 
THEM f 
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CUT THIS OUT, GIRL! 

IT'S TOO LATE-- AN’ 

AH'M TOO TIRED-- 
FOR GAMES ! 


HARDLY MORE THAN 
BABIES-- AND HE 
ERASED THEM, AS 


MIGHT WIPE WORDS 
OFF A BLACKBOARD. 


BUT FOR 

SOME REASON-- 

MAYBE BECAUSE ¥ 

ILLYANA AND I 
HAVE SOME SORT A FEW WEEKS BACK, 
OF BOND BETWEEN HE STRIPPED HER OF HER 

OUR SOULS-- MAGIC AND MADE HER 

I REMEMBER. HIS DISCIPLE. * THAT'S WHEN 
1 DISCOVERED OUR LINK-- 
BECAUSE HER SWORD AND 
ARMOR SUDDENLY CAME 
TO ME. BUT SHE REJECTED 
HIM. ANDO NOW HE'S 
TAKEN HIS REVENGE. 


I'M_THE 
ONLY PERSON 


-- BUT NO ONE 
BELIEVES ME! 3S SOONER OR 
ON LATER, HE‘LL 
DO TO US 
DON'T ANY OF WHAT HE DID 
YOU UNDERSTAND?! TO THEM. 
THEY WERE JUST 
THE WARNM-UPS THE 
X-MEN ARE THE WE WON'T 
MAIN EVENT KNOW WHY... 


TO STOP HIM. 


ANM 436--A. 


THE BEYONDER GAVE 
ME A PORTION OF HIS 
MIGHT-- ENOUGH, HE 
SAID, FOR ME TO KILL 
HIM. BUT DOING SO 
WOULD HAVE MEANT 


YOUR DEATHS. * 
AGAINST A 


CREATURE ISN'T. 
LIKE THAT? ii aut 
IIE LP fs tutceraantentceeee eA 


I CHOSE TO SAVE YOU-- 
ONLY HE NEVER TOOK 

THE POWER BACK. IT'S 
STILL WITHIN ME. AND, 
I MEAN TO USE IT. 


YOU GONNA TACKLE HIM ONE-ON- 
ONE? THAT’S SUICIDE, RACHEL / 


WHAT'S TO STOP 
HIM REABSORBING 
THAT ENERGY... 


WHAT HAPPENS 
IF THE UNIVERSE HE 
INHABITS CEASES TO 
EXIST ? 


I CONFRONT 
HIM DIRECTLY. 
BUT I'VE A 
BETTER IDEA. § 


«THE MOMENT 
YOU SHOW 
YOUR FACE ?! 


‘S NOTHING TO LOSE, KITTY-- FROM HIS 


MY MOTHER -- THE 
ACTIONS, HE'S PLANNING TO DESTROY US ALL 


ANYWAY, ISN'T THAT WHAT YOU BELIEVE 27! AT 
LEAST WE CAN ENSURE THAT WHOMEVER 
FRIENDS. COMES AFTER US WON'T HAVE HIS MAD- 
: , NESS TO THREATEN THEM. f 


STRENGTH-- YOUR LIFE FORCE-- 


BUT I CAN'T DO IT COMPLETELY 
» ON MY OWN. I NEED YOUR a 


-- YOUR SPIRITS... 
TO SUSTAIN ME. 


ORIGINAL PHOENIX-- 
SACRIFICED HER 
LIFE FOR THE 
UNIVERSE. 


RAYS RIGHT! THIS MAY BE OUR 
WE EXIST AT ONLY CHANCE... 


THAT CREEP’S se 
THAT'S KITTY'S ¥ 


A SUFFERANCE. / 
oy VOICE, HER WAY 


BO SPEAKIN' 


NOW WHOSE VOICE AND MANNER HAVE CHANGED? >» 
“ YOU SOUND LIKE CAROL DANVERS. g 


: ee 
WHAT YOU 
PROPOSE IS 
HORRIBLE 
E N 


BEYOND 
| ~COMPREHENSION-- 


“ge ALMOST OBSCENE. 


I SUPPOSE-- THE Y ONE 
THREAT OF THE ; ae : 


BEYONDER IS SO I’M... 

MUCH WORSE. WITH 

THE FAR GREATER YOU. iF I 

OF TWO EVILS. : BELIEVED 
fj : IN GOD... 


SOME CHOICE. 


ALL MY ADULT LIFE-- AS SPIDER- 
WOMAN AN 


I'VE FOUGHT EVIL. 

THIS BEYONDER SOUNDS LIKE THE 

FOULEST EVIL THE UNIVERSE HAS 
EVER KNOWN. 
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YOU LOVE FIGHTS, a} 
WOLVERINE -~ ag 

-- THE MORE 
IMPOSSIBLE, | 


> LIKE MOTHER, LIKE 
2», DAUGHTER, eh, PHOENIX 2! 


PED vou'p A 
INDERSTAND, ¥ 
RORO. 


( 


WE'RE MUCH ALIKE, 
MAGNETO. WE SAW 
THOSE WE LOVED 


SAVE THEM. 


(F YOU WON'T 
GIVE FREELY 
OF YOUR 


ww TLl SIMPLY 


TAKE WHAT 


I NEED. 


THE PHOENIX Y PERHAPS FOR 
RISES ANEW. A 


AS JEAN GREY ONCE FACED THIS 
ULTIMATE TRIAL, SO NOW MUST HER 


mW CHILD. AND, AS BEFORE, THE FATE OF 
mB THE UNIVERSE HANGS IN THE BALANCE. 


EVERY THOUGHT, 
EVERY EMOTION, 
CAN _INSTANEOUS- 
LY BE MADE REAL. 


BEING OF AN IMMORTAL RACE, I HAVE 
EVER PONDERED WHAT, IF ANY THING, 
COMES AFTER THE EVENT MORTALS 
CALL “DEATH. “ 
‘AY WHATEVER 
) TRANSPIRES , 
I_WILL REMAIN 


OBSERVE ALL 
THAT OCCURS. 
4 A FITTING END, 


HE 
WATCHER. 


Ne 


AA BLINK OF AN EYE-- AND PHOENIX 
IS OUT OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM. 


AHEAD, ON 
THE FRINGES 
OF SHI'AR 
SPACE... 


.. ABOARD AF 
CRIPPLED — 
STARSHIP... 


, FLEEING 
FOR ITS LIFE... 


“eR. 


Y WITH THE SHIP IN PEAK CONDITION 
--NOT A PRAYER. CAN'T FIGHT, EITHER, 


CAN. CONTACT 


PERHAPS I 


Ree A HEARTBEAT-- 


CORSAIR-- I CAN “SEE” THE ANSWER 

Laan (N HIS THOUGHTS, LILANDRA-~-, 
DID ¥ 
SUMMON _ X--BUT IT'S TOO {NCREDIBLE F swan pee 
THE STAR- TO BE BELIEVED! MERCY 
JAMMERS ?! 


-- i THAT'S RIGHT, \ 
WS : EMPRESS. 


pt teil | (a 


I WISH THAT SUI 


WERE TRUE, XAVIER. YT TT Best AND SHE'S COMING OUR WAY. 


TOO LATE FOR 
THAT, PROFESSOR. 


HER, TELEPATHICALLY-- £ 


AND THERE'S NO MORE ta 
MERCY WITHIN ME-- 


-- THAN IN 

THE ONE I 
INTEND 
TO KILL. 


PROFESSOR XAVIER, YOU 

WERE WITH PHOENIX IN 
SPIRIT-- AND EMPRESS” 
LILANDRA AND _THE STAR- 
JAMMERS IN THE FLESH-- 

WHEN My MOM CAME TO 
‘ THIS PLACE TO SAVE 

m THE UNIVERSE. 


WITH ME... 


igor 
THIS WORLD HAS NO NAME-- AND IT 1S 
SO FAR FROM EVERYTHING THAT THE 
LIGHTS GLOWING IN ITS SKY ARE NOT 
INDIVIDUAL STARS BUT WHOLE GALAXIES. 


IN ALL THE AEONS, ITS GUARDIAN 
JAHF HAS FAILED IN HIS CHARGE 


TO KEEP THE CRYSTAL UNTOUCHED 
AND INVIOLATE ONLY ONCE-- 


LEGEND SAYS THIS WAS THE FIRST 
PLANET TO FORM--AND BRING 
FORTH LIFE-- AFTER CREATION. 
WHATEVER RACE LIVED HERE HAS 
LONG-SINCE BEEN FORGOTTEN, ITS 
CITIES SILENT AND DESERTED SINCE 
BEFORE THE EARTH ITSELF WAS BORN. 
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UNFORTUNATELY, 
HISTORY'S ABOUT TO 
REPEAT ITSELF. 


-- AGAINST 
THE X-MEN, 


--THE_GREAT 
M'KRAAN 
CRYSTAL. 


TRUE. MAGNETO. ¥ I HAD PRAYED E | OUR TT 
AINE, renis NUR HSCE" | SotMege MEN ee | 
“= -- FRIEND, a 

AS CRAMPED... AGAIN-- EVEN BUAMMERS -- FRIENDS AND. 

OPPRESSIVE... * FINEST HOUR. 


DESOLATE AS @& DREAMS. . 
A TOMB. fi I_THANK YOU ad 


WITHIN THIS ENERGY Qi ONCE IT'S UNLEASHED, IT WILL DRAW OUR ENTIRE UNIVERSE ¥ WELL PERISH 

SHERE IS A NEUTRON DOWN ITS GRAVITY WELL-- WARPING SPACE AND TIME AS IT -- BUT SO, 

GALAXY, THE ULTIMATE CAS TS. ALL THAT MATTER AND ENERGY OUT INTO ANOTHER 4 HOPEFULLY, 
BLACK HOLE. DIMENSION, CREATING THE COSMOS ANEW. WILL THE 


DON’T YOU UNDERSTAND?! THAT'S 
WHAT I'M TRYING TO ACCOMPLISH! 
Face a TO GIVE LIFE ANOTHER CHANCE, TO 
RACHEL, YOU : DID. LET EVERYTHING START OVER... 
CANNOT-- YOU . : ~ 
MUST NOT-- 
DO THIS S 


BEYONDER TAINTING 
EVERY MOMENT. 


YOU HELPED MY MOM, 

STORM-- YOU GAVE 
FREELY OF YOURSELF 
THEN. WHY NOT NOW?! 


AT LEAST, THIS WAY, 
g OUR DEATH WILL 
HAVE MEANING 
AND PURPOSE. 


SUPPOSE 
YOU ARE WRONG, 
CHILD? HAVE YOU 
CONSIDERED THE 

AWFUL COST?! 


er HAVE NO. 
b CHOICE. 


I_WON'T BE 
STOPPED, @ 
ORORO-- 
BY YOU, OR 
ANYONE £ 


SHE HAS NEVER BEEN 
MORE AFRAID: MORE 
COMPLETELY ALONE. 


AAND YET, SHE IS NOT ALONE... 


w. AS ANOTHER 
VOICE SPEAKS 
TO HER. 


°° aS) eis I bd 
“YOU SEE,“ ORORO SAYS, WITH 
FIERCE SERENITY, “TRULY SEE, 
WHAT YOU INTEND? TO KILL, 
RACHEL -- NOT THE COSMOS, BUT 
PEOPLE. LIVING BEINGS WHO 
KNOW NOTHING OF PHOENIX, 
NOR THE CAUSE SHE CHAMPIONS, 
NOR THE RATIONALE SHE USES TO 
JUSTIFY THEIR UNWITTING, 
UNWILLING SACRIFICE. 


wal ‘ Rises 
“ BEHOLD EACH 
INDIVIDUAL -- 
UNIQUE AND 4 
SPECIAL, BECAUSE [Bg 
IT HAS BEEN . 
GRANTED THE 
SUPREME GIFT, 
c LIFES 
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“WEIGH THAT Jig 
LIFE IN THE (Ze 
BALANCE. _° . 
e e 
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wee : 
Mm “CAN YOU SLAY 
e ° ‘ EACH ONE? Ii 
e ee = . 
e e 


“STEAL AWAY 
OW THAT GIFT 2? 


“ THAT IS 
WHAT _THIS 1S 
ALL ABOUT-- 


a 4 


"_. WILL YOU 
BE THEIR 
EXECUTIONER ? 


ap 
e Li 73 
‘ 7 ¥ tee 3 


Ss 


IY 
TRO 


SAN 
EVERYTHING 
[Proce | DEPENDED ON 


F ME, ORORO. 


AND THAT 
INFINITE 
COST WILL 
BE UPON HIS 

CONSCIENCE. 


DEPENDS, 


I'VE THE RIGHT TO CHOOSE HOW 
DON'T, IT 


TO END MY LIFE-- AND I'LL 
KILL [F I'VE GOT CAUSE. 


BUT I‘'M_NOT AN 
EXECUTIONER, 
RAY. WE DO THAT... 


u.WE PLAY THE BEYONDER'‘S 
GAME -- PROVIN’ OURSELVES 
TO BE NO BETTER'N HIM. 


BECAUSE YOU COULD 
NOT KILL? BECAUSE YOU 
COULD NOT SLAUGHTER 
COUNTLESS INNOCENTS? 


A STRANGE 
FAILURE, 
THAT. 


WHAT HAPPENED & HOW’D WE ALL 
TO US, ORORO?_JF\ GET BACK HERE?! 


INSTEAD OF 
SHATTERING THE 
SPHERE, RACHAEL 

CAST HERSELF 
OUT, RESTORED 
THE "BORROWED” 
LIFE~ ESSENCES TO 
4 THEIR RIGHTFUL 

BODIES, AND 

SENT US 

SAFELY 
~~ HOME. 


IN THE EARLY DAYS OF OUR 
FRIENDSHIP, CHARLES XAVIER 


THE INFANT ADOLF 
HITLER-- AN INNOCENTS 
BABY-- TO SPARE THE 
WORLD THE HORROR 

OF THE HOLOCAUST ? 


THEN, HE 
ASKED -- 
WOULD I SLAY 
HITLER'S GRAND- 
PARENTS ? 


1 SAID, YES AGAIN! 
I WOULD GLADLY PAY 
ANY PRICE, MAKE ANY 
SACRIFICE, TO EXPUNGE 
SUCH TRANSCENDENT EVIL 


15.23 


“AN! 1T DON'T 


MAKE A_ BIT O’ 
DIFFERENCE. ” 


ere re, 


MAIN EVENT, 
COLOSSUS! ON 
YOUR TOES !! 


I OFFERED 
YOU _X-MEN THE 
OPPORTUNITY 
TO GO OUT WITH 

A_TRULY 

SPECTACULAR 

BANG-- BUT YOU 

FLUBBED IT. 


I 
SUPPOSE I 
SHOULD HAVE 
KNOWN. 


AS YOUR VILLAINS 

SOMETIMES SAY: 

YOU_ WANT A JOB 
DONE RIGHT... 


+ YOU HAVE 
TO DO IT 
YOURSELF. 


THIS (S THE END OF 
YOUR ROAD, X-MEN. I HOPE 
YOU PLAN TO GO DOWN 

SWINGING-- NOT THAT 

YOU HAVE A PRAYER OF 

WINNING-- BUT I REALLY 

ENJOY A GOOD SCRAP. 


AH'M TIRED O' WAITIN’ AN’ BORED WITH YOU, BUSTER-- 
SO YOU JUST GO AHEAD AN' TAKE YOUR BEST SHOT. 


WHO -- WHAT-- 
THE DEVIL a 


THIS 1S THE CREATURE 
PHOENIX SOUGHT TO 
DESTROY -- THE 
BEYONDER. 


AN APT 
CHOICE OF 
PHRASE, 


I AM FROM ANOTHER SPACE, JESSICA tere a THERE, 
I WAS ALL. YET, WHEN A COSMIC EVENT MADE ME 
AWARE OF YOUR SPACE-- AND THEREBY OF MY OWN 
EXISTENCE-- I FOUND MYSELF ASKING, (S THAT ALL? 


1 SOUGHT ANSWERS, YET DISCOVERED ONLY 
CONFUSION AND CONTRADICTION. I DESIRE 
BA ORDER, YET ALL ABOUT ME IS CHAOS. I Pe aUIRe 
, ONENESS AND UNITY, YET BEHOLD ON 
EPEC AND APARTINESS. 


z 
My 


SAVE PERHAPS FOR THIS NEW- 
BORN STARSOUL-- THE ONE YOU X4 
CALL PHOENIX--YOU ARE LESS TO 
ME THAN THE AMOEBA IS TO YOU. 


EVERYTHING I'VE HEARD OF 
YOU -- FROM THE MOMENT YOU 
APPEARED-- EVERYTHING I'VE 
SEEN MYSELF, TELLS ME YOU'RE 

CRUEL, CAPRICIOUS, WICKED-- 


AND THAT GIVES YOU THE RIGHT TO 
DO WHAT YOU WANT, TO WHOMEVER 
YOU PLEASE, WITHOUT CARE OR 
CONSIDERATION -- JUST BECAUSE 
YOU'RE BIGGER THAN THEY ARE ?! 


-- PICK A Y 
NASTY WORD, 
ITLL FITS 


MISTER, WHO 


YOU_HURT 
PEOPLE-- AND 
BECAUSE IT 

DOESN'T MATTER 

TO YOU, YOU SEEM fig 
TO FIGURE IT R 
WON'T TO THEM! 


YOU PLAY WITH US AS IF WE'RE 


PUPPETS PROVIDED SOLELY FOR J¥ 
YOUR AMUSEMENT / AND NOW 


THAT YOU'RE BORED-- NOW 


ISN'T WORKING OUT THE 
WAY YOU WANT-- 


ef 8 


YES-- BECAUSE, TO HAVE 
MEANING, SUCH GLORY 
MUST BE EARNED. 


WE-- ALL 
PEOPLE -- MUST 
GROW INTO IT 

NATURALLY, AS 


PHOENIX HAS BEGUN ]gig 
aah 


HAD THE 
CHANCE TO. 


YOU STAND FOR 
DEATH, BEYONDER. 


l I-- NOW AND 
FOREVER-- 
FOR LIFE! 


-- YOU'LL 


SIMPLY THROW 
THAT YOUR PRECIOUS GAME 4 THE TOYS AWAY 


AND START 
AGAIN. 


VA My... FAMiLY-- ¥ 
AND THIS, MY 


I OFFERED 

HUMANITY 

ONENESS 
WITH 


CREATION... 


PT 


| 


AND HOW, 
PRAY TELL... 


BECAUSE I 
WILL IT. 


THAT CAN 
JUST AS 
EASILY BE 
REMEDIED. 


IT WAS NO ACCIDENT, THEN, YOUR 
ALLOWING ME TO RETAIN THAT 
POWER. YOU KNEW MY THOUGHTS AND 
FEARS, THE SHADOWS IN MY SOUL, THE 
DARKSIDE OF MY NATURE-- YOU KNEW 
WHAT MY MOM DID-- AND SET ME UP 
TO FOLLOW IN HER FOOTSTEPS. 


I WAS YOUR CATSPAW,._I_ WAS TO BUT YOU FAILED ME. AS 
DO YOUR DIRTY WORK FOR YOU-- ALL HUMANS SEEM TO. 


RIGHTFULLY MINE 
IN FULL. 


§ THOSE WATCHING 
SHOULD HAVE 
INSTANTANEOUSLY 


B CAUSES NOT EVEN 
swam THE SLIGHTEST 
3 DISCOMFORT. 


SSS|LL|[TFlOG__ SSS SSAA. 


SSS 


Vries \\\ BUT THE ONE FROM 
SS : IRN A BS 


ANS 


ae ais 
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i Pee - aA eT 


HE SOUGHT | AALL THAT PHOENIX EXPERIENCED-- o on dg 
HUIS POWER... THE TOTALITY OF LIFE, IN ALL ITS A 
a er, FORMS, ALL ITS INFINITE GLORY-- AN 


'S FAR, FAR 
MORE... 


+ NEVER... 
DREAMED-- 


eC 
IMAGINED-- 


-- NEVER... 
CONCEIVED. 


ae Li. gf one 
‘ins 
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WE EACH HAVE OUR LITTLE 
LIVES, OUR DESTINIES, OUR 
x UNIQUE PATHS TO WALK. 


a 
PERHAPS THEY MEAN NO- 
THING IN THE GRAND, 
MACROCOSMIC SCHEME OF 
THINGS-- ON THE SCALE OF 
REALITY WHERE SUCH AS YOU 
DWELL, BEYONDER-- 


+sTO... 
FINALLY... 
LEARN ? 


A LIGHT SHINING IN THE DARK, TO BURN 
OUT IN ITS OWN WAY, IN ITS OWN TIME. LF 
IT 1S WRONG FOR ONE OF US TO SNUFF OUT 

A LONE CANDLE, HOW MUCH WORSE THEN 

FOR YOU TO EXTINGUISH THEM ALL ? 


HOW EASY TO SAY, I SHALL EXPUNGE 

A UNIVERSE. BUT CONSIDER EACH LIFE-- 
EACH POTENTIAL-- EACH CANDLE. NOT AS 
THINGS -- BUT L/VES, LIKE YOUR OWN. AND 

ASK YOURSELF THE QUESTION RACHEL 

DID: CAN YOU KILL 2 WILL YOU ?! 


YOU SAID YOU WANTED TO 
LEARN WHAT IT WAS TO BE 
HUMAN -- BUT HOW CAN YOU, 
WHEN YOU'RE IMMORTAL? 


EVERYTHING WE DO-- 
EVERYTHING WE ARE 
OR HOPE TO BE-- IS 
FRAMED BY THE 
SHADOW OF DEATH. 


SO-- ZT MUST CEASE TO BE... 
OR A UNIVERSE. 


IN NIGHTCRAWLER'S FAITH, 
{T'S BELIEVED THAT GOD SO 
LOVED THE WORLD--AND ITS 
PEOPLE-- THAT HE GAVE _UP 
HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON 
TO SAVE THEM. 


x 


IF IT WERE THE X-MEN’S 


YOU CAN'T KNOW 
US, WITHOUT 
KNOWIN’ THAT. 


I FIND MYSELF 
AFRAID TO FACE IT. 


ig SS AMES et, > 
YF WE DO NOT MEET AGAIN SY ma Cee 
X-MEN, I WISH YOU WELL-- 
AND THANK YOU FOR WHAT YSELF... 
YOU HAVE SHOWN ME THIS, ENVYING YOUR... 
NIGHT. IT 1 STRANGE---- HUMANITY. 


OUT OF THE 
MOUTHS CF CONCEPT, 

A THOUGHT, 
WORTH CON- 4 


SIDERING. 


Vis > 
--BUT I FIND NSA 
M IN THAT, 
I THINK, 
YOUR RACE 
1S TRULY 


CHOICE, WE'D KNOW WHAT 
TO DO. BUT YOU, WHO ARE 
SO POWERFUL, CAN’T 


FIGURE IT OUT. 


3 Prins: STy Ls 
Dy ST I RAs. BLESSED. 


( 


ARSON | 
RR SSN 


FP \E ONLY ILLYANA \/ BUT THAT HASN'T 
AND THE MUTANTS ~ CHANGED. THEY’RE STILL 
WERE HERE TO WATCH, GONE. AND I’M THE 
LOOK! THE iS \ ONLY ONE WHO 
SUNRISE-- oe By REMEMBERS. 


SOMETHING - Ee” een} 
I CONFESS I , 
THOUGHT I'D 
NEVER LIVE 


EVERYONE, ® 


THAT IS ANSWER 
COLOSSUS. 


A ENOUGH FOR NOW. yn. Saad 


TELL ME, MY 
FRIENDS, DID 


WE MAKE A 


BA DIFFERENCE? oa 


WHILE, IN NEXT ISSUE, 
WE LEARN: 


WHAT HAPPENED TO 
NIGHTCRAWLER ?! 


